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Whither Our Prison System s Tendiung,
\ Fromithe N. Y Iridependeant,

Any earnest thivker who has carefully
lorrkt'-ll ovur the “'Heport on Prisons and Re
formatories in the United States and Canada, ™
made to the Legislature of this State, in Janu

fied form and for a lmited time; the Idea
bdnﬁ that, for a time, at first, the discipline
ehould be striot, even rigid; but that the con.
viot, by good conduct, shonld earn gradual
alleviation. The term of this confinement to
separate cells is slght months, but exemplary
deportment reduoes It to six. The prisoners

worship twice a day, and school for one hour
oach day, and take exeroize daily, all in
assoclation, though oconversation at thils
stage s not permitted. The first thing
tuoght in school s a  lssson on the
“Irish Conviot System." It is sxplained
to the convict that the future s, in a

ary Inst, by Dre, Wines and Dwight, and

recently [nli'lhhwl in & volume of 100 pages, |
must have found asbundant material for

thought, .
In & matter €o vital ag prison reform we do
well to take note, from timme to time, of our
advanoe, and to inguire in what direction lles
futnre Progreas. In the volume above men-
tioned, while there 15 muoh to encourage,
there 18 more to call forth renewed exertion,
More enlightened fdeas, a better gystom thano
any yet to be ll-nlyi {Ong us, lt._hf ‘-u&p--rm
ﬁVﬂ*)‘ nueded, We are I.!l a iransilion state |
from the oruel, the repressive, the duterrent,
to the hymane, the hope-dnspiring, the reforim-

atory. " 1

The Hindoo vode gays, “Panishment iz the
inspirer of terror; wilth & black aspect and red
oy it tarrifies the gullty.” We are lm,:mnimi
to donbt whether the criminal is best reformes
by the red eye and the black aspect. Six
Northern States only still ewploy the lash ns
& reolaiming agenoy—Connectiout, Kentucky,
Indiara, Michigan, Missouri, sometimes Ver-
mont. Canada lags buhind in this; her war-
denms still bulleve in the cat. They probably
never hoard a romark made by a conviot to his
obaplain, who was urging Imp to a batter
gpirit: “Sir," said the man, “six years ago [
was flogged in this prison; | have the marks
of the lash still on my body: when these
marks wonr ont I shall forget and forgive it,” |
Punighments by the crucilix, bucking, shav-
ing the head, the ball and chain, and other
remuants ol barbarism, still linger among us;
but day by day they dimisisk, fall into disre-
pute, and are disoarded.

Another terribls abose working itself
out, soarcely to be found, indeed, as o recog-
nized pringiple, except in Philsdelphia,. We
mean the separate or golitary systein, striotly
carried out and contivued for years, Our
neighbors in New Jersey tried it sifuctually
twenty years ago. Dy, Coleman, the prison
physivian at Trenton, reported that it *‘is most
eflectual to drive the convict msd or to reduce
him to fwbecility,”" and the Legislature abo-
lished it. The experience of Rhode Island
was similar. Dr, Cleaveland, warden of her
State prison, desoribes the system as **a slow,
oorroding provess, carrylng ils subjects to the
derangement or destruction both of body and |
mind;" and he avers that “of the forty
prisoners committed while the striotly soli-
tary systemn was in operdation, ten, or one-
fourth of the whole number, manifested de-
clded symptoms of derangement.” It was
apeedily abandoned.

Besides this correction of old abuses, posi-
tive progress in the right direction has been
made. In nine States, including our own, the
commutation syatem has been introduved; the
prisoners, being allowed to earn, by their good
conduot, diminution of their term of service—
usually about one-sixth; but in oor State, in
gsome cases, as high as one-fourth. In gome
Btates, also, the conviet has a comparatively
short day's werk, and i3 credited for extra
labor—in the Ohie State prison to the amonnt
of one-fifth of his earniugs when he does a full
day’s work. Again, asit is found by expe-
risnce that four-fifths or more of all conviots,
when committed, are without trades, it is

adually becoming the practios to teach thess, |
ﬂ the Wisconsin State Prison every convict
having as much as two years and a half to
serve 15 taught & full trade.

Better still, the schoolmaster is gradually
penetrating into our prisons. The first law
ever ensoted in the United States for prison
instruction was passed by the Kentucky Leagis-
lature in 1520, It provided for four hours'
instruction to convicts on Sundays. In 1552
instruotion for prisoners was provided for in
our awn State; but the salary was so small—
only $150 a year—as to afford but one hour's
instraction dally. Cauads has given more
attention to this matter than wa,

Thus much has been done in the right
direction. The veign of terror in our prison
administration is passing away, Christian
f:inclplun are superseding the old {den of the

Ws of vengeance. And the practical result
is satisfactory. Under the cruelly coercive
8ystem which prevailed in this State twenty-

ve or thirty years ago, when ong prisonsr
died under the lash, and another committed
suicide to escape flogging, the average nuwnber
of recommitments wis thirty per cent. Under
the present mild sdministration of onr State
prisons, in which corporal punishment is
abolished by law, and crucifying, bucking,
aud the like are forbidden—the namber of
recommitments has been reduced o about ten
per cont,

This is the bright side;
reveras of the shield. The report we are con-
sidering declares, as the rasult of obgervations |
recently extended by them thronghout thir-
teen Northern States, that “they are con- |
Btrained to #vow the opinion that there is not |
a Btate Prison in Amerion fn which the refor-
mation of the prisonsrs is the one SNpreme
object of the discipline.” But until this is
made the one object, we have reached but the
threshold of prison reform.

A country whioch, in days past, has been
Bubjevted by its rulers to terrible oppression
has rocently had established for the govern.
meat of such of its conviots as were sentenced for
five years or more n aystewm of prison diseipline
nnmatched in the world. We must look to Ire.

d now as the pioneer in this matter, In
the year 1854 & cortain Sir Walter Crofton, a
man of Christian temper, eLargy, perseve-
rance, and rare sdministrative ability, was
'rlmi“tﬂd chairman of the directors of prison
disoipline in Ireland. He fonnd the prisons

;Eit::;;:un?uﬁ::l {ln ade lomhh_s condition; the

iv an: ]:hynmaug prostrate;
wo hape, 1o education, no incitements to
good oconduot. In thirteen years hLe has
eflocted mmong Irish convicts “an industrial
and social revolution which is one of the most
noteworthy “events of our time, He atartad
with the great }Jrinnlpla that a prison should
be & place not o requital for sin, but of refor-
mati He songht not to deter, 10 repress by

bat to invite, to hope of

18

but thera ia the |

| fixed gratnity tor steady condunot:

measure, in his own Lands: that in half a
year ke may puss to another pricon, where he
will Inlior in vompany with Lis fellows; wharas
he will receive payment or extrn work, and
where n
ayetem of “‘marks’ which are issued to the
most deserving will gradoally rajee Wm, if his
behavior is good, to the “‘exemplary olass, !’
whenve, after fourteen montha’ garvice, hn
may be trapsferred to what is called the ““in-
termediate prison.' Hers hae is at COMpAra-
tive liberty, confined by no walls, trusted to
g0 beyond prison bounds, allowed to work
withoul an oversver; in short, treated almost
a4 a luborer or mechruie fn civil life. Oas of
thesa intermediate prisons is & seriea of work-
ghops for those who bhave learusd trides: tihe
other i a farm, where the hali-(reed consiots
reclaim and till the ground, shattering rooks,
laying underdraing, ele.

What has been the result? That the pum-
ber of Irish conviots of this class has dimin-
lshed, in 13 years, from 1647 to 3033—or
nearly in the proportion of 4 to 10,  Another
ltem 15 equally suggestive. The demasnd for
eonviots who ]I‘V their ;;nm-l .:.mnim-i have
renched avd passed through the “futermediate
prison’ is beyond the supply ; many applica-
tiong on the books remaining unfillsd: Em-
ployers actually prefer them as servants anid
inborers to the average of those they find in

| society.

I3 there not, in all this, most valuable mate-
rial for thought?  Ought it not to engags the
earpest attention of our legislators, and of
those who elect them ?  Prison disciplive is a
subject hardly second in tmportance to that of
public education ; with which, in trath, it is

intimutely connested,
e —— R —— .

Whe Duty of the Republican Party—Ad- |

vance the Whole Line,
From the N, Y. Tvibune,

When General Sheridan Win-
chester the front the day of his
memorable victory, he fonnd Wis line formad,
It had suflerad defoat. Tin
that it should fall back iu good order, and in-
treuche  Its great eaptain wivanced the whole
live, and won the most brillinnt. victory of the
WAaTr,

rode from
to on

| vounszaels urged

This is our advice to the Republican party.
Advance the whole line. Californin is re-
garded as the beginning of a new revolution.

The people are said to bs weary of the Repub- |
lican party, forgetting that the Republivan |

party has been thwarted, betrayed, and em-
barrassed by Mr. Johuson ever sines he took

the Presidency. It was our pride and duty to |

reconstroet the Union and end the war,

We should have done this had the President
given us the least sympathy—had he not been
a traitor and a hypocrite. His reconstruction
meant a surrender into the hands of the men
who had created the Rebellion. The country
protested.  He has met its protests by insidi-
ous and malignant enmity, by pandering to
the worst olass of politiciaus and adventurers,
by driving from offioe honest men who differed
from him, and appoiuting dishonest men who
pretended to sustein him. Recoustruction has
been weary, t-dious, up-hill work. We have
had every obstacle—the Exeoutive against us,
the Judiciary doubtful, a sullen. vindiotive
sentiment in the South encouraged by the Pre-
gident’s Copperhead dalliance. As it is now,
we may consider the work ended unless the
cunning of Mr. Black or some other of
the President’s advigers may flud a new ob-
jection, or unlesa these bad men in their des-
peration should attempt to seize upon the
machinery of government, and Liurl Congress
from power. To reconstruot the South with
the President’s ald would have been a difficult
and delicate labor. To recomstruct it in the
face of his epmity is one of the most hazardous
impessibilities ever imposed unpon a people.
Bo with the tariff and the fipaunces. Here are
two subjects demanding the gravest attention.
We have a revenue system based upon the
artifivial and extreme mnecessities of war.
A healthy management would have aided us
in reducing the debt. But how have the
finances been managed?! What has Mr.
Johnson done towards executing the fnancial
laws of Congress? Take the internal revenus
gystem. We believe that the President has
wasted willions upon millions of dollars in the
colleotion of revenue. For political reasons he
removed last summer a majority of the best
assesgors and collectors, and appointed men
without character or record. Mr. MeCulloch

protested, but the FPhiladelphia Convention

Was necessary — money and position were
needed—adventurers were crammed into plave
—adventarers who feared rejection by the
Benate, and must needs feed ravenously on the
Treasury. What do we now seée ?  Tu whisky
alone 150,000,000 of taxes are lost to the
Tregsury eévery year |
created and permitied by Andrew Johnson's
wanton neglect of duaty daily takes nearly
half o million of dollars from the Treasury.
Yet this man talks of executing the laws !
Execute the laws! Here is a law of revenune,
80 badly exeouted that bot one-sisth of the
whole smount is oollected, [t is plain to all
men that he has fostered o gigantic system of
fraud, systematized, far-reaching, and wide-
spredd. We lind no ]nmi.-'lu?lunl. no .ognrne:ﬂ.
effort to stop it.  Even the Warld, which has
the impertinence to call Mr. Johnson's Cabinet
“Republican,' says that his “administration
must justify iteelf befors the country or be
overwhelmed in disgrace.” Wa say disgrace
Las come, The Pregident eithor conld exeoute
this law or he could not. If helpless, he
should have asked Congress for more power.
Unfortunataly, it has never ovourred to him
that he had anything to do but to write pro-
clamntions and denounce the ‘‘radicals.’” A
Prezident whose favorite amusemaents gonsiat
in *‘swinging aronnd the oirels,’” “putting his
foot down,”” and dansing along ‘'the war
path,*" can searcely be expeoted to devote him-
self to gaving $100,000,000 & year.

And 4o the wmoney goes, and fraud reigns,
and we have the special friends of his Exosl-

to the

was the enligh
L0 an exteul never
ringiple of olasaifica-
tion; and he arran & system of tests
whereby to measure the moral amendment of
the prisoners, It s one of the grestest defeots
of our prison managerment that this last hag
been overlooked.

Ha has three distinol stages, or changes of

emineutly snccessful
sppeal. liougu-rhd out,
ba.g: attempted, the

ll!ln.',’ mnn]ng rom  one offflce-holder to
another, levyiug taxys, nssegsments, and oon-
tributions to sustain the party and print the
National Intelligencar, It was bad when DBu-
chanan and Blagk wers in power. Now that
Johnkon and Black have combined, it is infi-
uitely worse, Wall may the leading Demo-
‘1’,"‘“” newepAper of the oonntry dread the
resident's being “overwhalmed in disgrace.’
Republican party mads lawa of recon-
1 deflad: orr uces. Bome of them have
M! others h‘" exaon bed m“.
gently, Yet the in ‘nasa ol

rison, each demmnding its own separats
Poo;llty, baildings, arrangements, In the
first the solitary system ls adopted, fn modi-

attempt is made to carry ng an
uot only reapousible h:ym a":.‘f’“ the country

eat and work alone; but they attend publio |

The whisky lnterest |

but—Glod help us|—for infamiss of the
Preaident, ﬁll 18 the olution' that
awnits ud, This 18 the ret g tide that ta
to sweop us ont of existemos, and give the
country over to the unchecked control of the
worst men who ever aimed at powor. Unless
we temporise, and aot warily, aud cstse to be
Yradieal " —unless we abandon our rinviples
—we are 1o be defeated. 'Wa do not beliers it.
If wa did, it would only make duty olearer,
The Republican party is the party of proyrasd,
and it must advance, The organization must
be perfected.  Our principles must be assertsd
with more vehemence. The lines of demuron-
tion must be drawn, and the only passwaord
for the present must be—the overthrow of
Johuveou's administration. It darkens the
country like an eclippe. It is fall of shame
and falsehood and ounving. Hope 48 o Presi-
dent whose history wen will hesitate to teach
their ohifldren, and around whom swirm
greedy, unprincipled adventurers. He has
done nothing bnt war: nothing bt produos
unrest, fuver, anxiety. The atmosphere that
gurronnds him and his Cabinet is so dense
and fopgy with ocorruption, lntrigne, Inszin-
carity, and maduess, that men walk in terror,

This lwini_r 50, we must prepars for the fall
elections, The guns of the Dewmooracy over
the California elections are as harmless as the
blank cartridges with which they are loaded.
If we only do what 8 wizge and intrepid, we
need not fear,  But we must have a thorough
reorganivation. Lot all minor issnes fall. All
who are timid or time-serving should be
allowed to go to the rear. We want no
compromise coslitions, no “People’s patty
movement,' no temporary politionl make-
shifts. Better be fairly and squarely defented
on the principle of nniversal freedom and uni-
verssi suflrage than gain a victory that will
leave one man, no matter what color, without
every political right. Honorable defeat is a
hnudiedfold more procions than dishonorable
victory.,  We have to meet the ories of
“uigger supremacy” and “America for
the white men,” and other degrading
appeals to popular prejndice. Wall, we
heard these cries in 1856, under Fremont,
and in 1860 and 1864, under Lincoln. Then
we had the sword over us, aud our enemies
mengoed us with conguest and massnors, We
trinmpled, aud they made good their threats.
The sword of resistance hns hesn broken, and
onr enemias content themsslves with valgar
and passionate clumors.  After having tried
to carry Johuson through two alections, thay
insist that he belongs to us, and that we must
carry bim. Johosou is as much a Republican
as Arnold was 4 patriot after Lis treason. Wa
never heard of Washington proposing to give
up the war lecatss Arnold wits in the British
army. The Jolinson party ~Philadalphia Con-
vention and all—i= only so much earrion lying
in & diteh. The Diemooratio party is oar foe.
It snmmons ns to a new struggle, and along
its lines we hear the exultant ories of prepara-
tion. Let ug spend the few remaining weeks
in orgavization.  Let us above all things sur-
render no  principle—make no concession.
Then our tl‘illlu]‘h will be righteous ns well as
sublime.

e ——
The Movement for Imipartinl Suffrage In
fhe Hosder Suates,
From th» N. Y. Times.

The Republican State Couvention of Mary-
laud, at ite meeting in May, issned a call
for a Border State Impartial Suffrage Conven-
tion, which met yesterday. The call was ad-
dressed to Republicans in Maryland, Delaware,
West Virginia, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Mis.
souri, and the object of the meeting is to nrge
Congress to abolish all legal distinotions on
gceount of color, and to give the suffrage of
the Sumner-Wilson Bill at the earlisst pos.
sible moment. In connection with this pro-
posed appeal to Congress will be presented
the results of the investigations by Congres-
sional Committees regarding Maryland and
Kentucky. Within a4 few weeks a sub-Com-
mittee of the Judiciary Committee meets in
Baltimore to inguire into the Constitution and
form of government of Maryland, About the
game time another sub-Committee meets at
Louisville, Kentnoky, to inquire into the con-
tested elections from that State. The raports
of these Comnittess, aided by a strong appeal
from the Baltimore Convention, are relisd upon
to strengthen the movement for forcing
universal suffrage upon the whole country
by act of Congress. )

The condition of the States participating in
the Baltimore Convention iz not satisfactory
to eithur political party. Republicans are as
much dissatistied with Kentncky and Mary-
land as Democrats are with Tennesses, Thongh
North and South have settled down to peace,
and though the name “‘Slave States' has dis-
appeared from our maps, the border States
still retain most of the peculiarities which
distinguished them bsfore and during the
war. They are still debatable ground over
which contending principles wage flercest
war, On the one side are men like Governor
Brownlow, who seéem mnever to weary in the
work of denouncing Rebels. On the other
side are Kentnoky and Maryland politicians,
who are no léss bitter and venomouas in their
attacks upon the so-called radicals. The
Democratie journals of these two States may
be taken ag fair exponents of the sentiments
of 1he class they address, and they are
urgingfl’resident Johnson to disperse Congress,
if it attempta to impeach Or remoyve him, at
the point of the bayouet. Kentucky Demo-
oratic journals talk of *‘an army with banusrs
and not a little squad of radical Congressmen’’
being veeded in case of 4 distarbance or sari-
ous outbreak in that State. Maryland Damo-
crats promise to raise “a wmillien of men,
strong-minded wen,"’ who will, In case Con-
gress undertakes tooverthrow their new State
Constitution, *rally to its rescue with a will
that will make such rotten traitors and tyrants
as ttevens, Dutler, Bchenuk, Srunner & Co.
quake and fear,”” The men who u_nlullg_:t!llln
this style of inflammatory language evidently
need to be reconstrocted in some way. Their
belligerent tope is not in };ar:uftl!.'f"“'“}l the
moderate and pesaceful “‘.‘]"’l‘ vommon in North-
yrn and Sonthern jouroals. ) R
‘ ”Hul the warlike tone of Border Btate poli-
ticians and journals isonly an indioation of
the social wnd politioal diseases which exist in
that seotion of the country. A few oays Ago
we oalled attention to some of tl}x‘vao a8 ox-
hibited in the State of Mm;vlﬂlltl- Fhe black
laws of that Sate are too well known to be
concenled; and thelr injustice is too gross to
be explained away or apologized for. The
Haltimore Sum, in reply to the statement of
facts on this subject given in these columus,
is compelled to admit in detail the correot-
ness of the statements which it attacks in
wass, It is a plain, undenisble truth that the
black laws of Elnrylsnd are worse than the
black laws of South Carolina. The lPP"‘“&
tice and vagrant laws of both ﬁﬂ!ftll‘:”
and Kentucky are more oppressive than
similar laws in Mississippl and Mlblm:i
In ghort, the Dorder States can M
do pursne with safety a polloy of 0[;

#&ion towards the colored race which wou
E:admguou in the Gulf States, In the latter
have enjoyed for a considerably

bt of public meoting and of
ut in yland these rights

the
time past the
free Bpoech.

|

were dubied in one instance to the nogroes
within the Halt two months. Thase efronm.
stimces, and many others of the sams kind
which might be mentioned, go 10 prove that
life and property and the squal r{zhu of all
men before the law are less sooure in the
Border States than in auy portion of the coun-
try Iately in rebeliion,” "The responsibility
restivg ot present upon the I!nrtlur States
appears to be greator than aver before.
erly they shaped the ocompromise policy
which beld the Btates together during the
long antl-slavery agitation, But thers is no
longer sny need for tompromise on that gunes-
tion, There are no slave States, and there
#hould be no Border States,

It only remains for the latter to recognize
their new position, and to close the war be-
tween North and South by their aotion npon
the s=ufftnge question. They may, if they
choose, decide whether the individual Ststes
or the Republio shall hold the ballot-box.
But if they would accomplish this task they
Tmat oease striving to recomocile freedom and
slavery; they must abandon all legislation
based on color; they must recognize the
equality of all men before the law, and they
must muke the intelligence and the virtne of
bhio citizen the only test of his right to vote.
For, though Congress may well shrink from
legislation afirming the title to interfore with
the franchise in States whioh have not forfefted
their rights by rebellion, the time is probably
not distant when the objeot aimed at by the
Uonvention of to-day will be attained by an
amendment of the Federal Constitution. That
Fecms necessary to perfeot the work of the war,

Yeuntors Wade and Wilsen on the
Stump.

From the N, ¥, Herald,

We have given the speech of Sanator Wade
at Cleveland, Ohio, and that of Senator Wil-
#on, delivered at Worcsster, Massachusetts,
These speeches are to be accounted for much
as Senutor Wade accounted for his pregence at
Cleveland. He was thers, not because he had

something to say, but because he was in the
bill, and was sent by the committee, Bo we
print the speeches, not because they are bril-
liant, able, sloquent, or original—for they are
neither of these—but because they are part of
the politival programme, and beosuse there
may be a gcertain amount of instrao-
tion for the people, if not in the ideas
upon which & party lives, yet in the very fact
that it is without idens, We wmay present
these two pieces of party harangue as satis-
factorily showing two things—first, that the
Republican party, in nsing np the nigger, hag
used up its whole capital and has not a single
fl ides to present to the people—or none that it

dare present ; and, second, nupon how small a
{ capital of original thought men may be the
great leaders of a great party, and stand a0
high in party appreviation as to be named, not
sneeriugly, as Presidential candidates., Mr,
Wade made two pointe.  Oune of thess is that
the vational debt is “‘a mere bagatelle.” If
the national debt is a “‘bagatelle,’” men may
ask the Senator what it ia that makes that
burden of taxes that he soms time ago deplored
as weighing go heavily upon the people that
he thought a new division of roperty
might be mnecessary to lighten it? Mr.
Wade's other point was that he did not kuow
whether he was a white man or not. And
these two points apparently constitute the
political capital—the new ideas—upon whioh
the Republican party in the West goes into
the campaign. It remains to be seen whether
an ethnological doubt and a finanocial falsity
ard good capital for a political campaign.  Mr.
Wilson's speech also exhibits his lmrtym;
baukrupt in principle and purpose. He ram-
bles over its achisvements and tries to stir up
the dying embers by a rush at Johnson.
That will not do. Johnson is too far gone to
serve as # good caunse for any real enthaosiasm
in even the youugest political hunters, If
Republicans can give the peopls no better
reasons than lhunv%&ﬂdvrﬁ give for the lifs of
their party, it must go, and all the States must
Join Maing and California; for the existence of
the white man is certainly one graud political
fact, and needs assertion.

Effect of the Amnesty Proclamation,
From the N. Y, Times.

T'he assertions of the President’s Washing-
ton organ concerning the Amnesty Proolama-
tion and its effect on the country read more
like hyperbole than sober opinion. It is difi-
cult to believe that the National Intelligenver
fntended to be serions when it puablished a
statement so gross in {8 exaggerations aund so
obviously untrue as that which follows;—

“The polinieal effect of the Amnesty Procla-
mation Isalready known aod felt 10 be laghly
fuvorable to the specdy restoration of the Unian
uia frm and lasting basis, In the Sontuern
Staies 1L will be halled 88 an evidence thut the
day 18 pass d for the 1ntliction upon thelr people
of vindletive penalties, In the form of eontisam-
Lion, proseription, disfranohisement, or banist
ment. Amnpesly will also glve coufldanes Lo
Lhe grent mass of the 1mnrlu of this ecountry in
thelir business affalrs. The time for hesitation |
and disirost will huve passed when the rota-
bilitation of the excludea States shill have bean
ellvoted.

"The proclamation ceriainly removes ons
greal lmpediment to the early and copdial
festoration of the Union, by counteractiog tho
ridleal outery nguinst Rebals. All who accopt
the ampesty bind themselves Lo the Unlon,

“The great majority of the peopleof the North
will susiain this proclamastion, A largs pors
LoD of the more kensible nnd patriotie Reoubs
Henns bave been In fmvor of such & messurs for
sSome Lime, Mr, Greeley sustalug 1t, 48 wa 1o-
Hloe, 48 Le was obliged to do, for the sake of his
own eonnselllng,

At the first blush Wall street was ngltated by
the rear that the proclumution would afford th |
tidleals another pretext for impeschment ot
the President, and tend to jneremss the sgltas
Lo which the radicals hope to oreate at the
Dext sesalon of Congress, Gold ross oue or two
PErcont. on tbat account, but it has begun Lo
recede."

Every point here presented is either untrns
A8 & matter of faot, or is so distorted in form
a5 10 be essentially false in spirit.

Nowhere is the proclamation *“felt to be
highly favorabls' to the early restoration of
the Union on the only bLasis that can afford a
guarantee of permanenceé. Many of the Damo-
oratic journals of the North applaud it as an
indication of the President's purpose to push
forward bis anti-Congressional policy, and in
the same 6pirit it will doubtless be ragarded
by the malcontent press of the Soutu. In
both quarters the expectation is that the pro-
clamation will serve to postpons the settle-
went of the guestion—to ];mlong tha contest
vow golug on, with the hope that in the
interim some series of partisan sccidents will
oconr 1o defeat the measnres of the Republican
party. The more caudid of our Democratio
contemporaries rebuke this expeotation as a
delusion and & suare, oonfesging, in the lan-
guoge of the World, that the proclamation
Ywill afford no rellef to persons deprived of
the elective franchise,” and deprecating reli-
ance upon it as & weans of bresking down the
restraints imposed by the law. The checks
provided for the work of regopstruction will
remain in full force as eomplotely as though
Binckley bad not forged his mimis thander.

Admitting, theo, that all will be well “when
the rehabilitation of the excluded States shall

|
|
]
|

have been effsctod,” the fact romains that the
proclamation in o way Lhastens the process of
| restoration. On the contrary, it promises to
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hinder restoration by encouraging the SBouth-
ern oppositionists 10 renewed efforts against
the law, and to a persistont disregard of its re.
quirements in respect to $he terms presoribed
for readmission to the Union. The probability
is that portions of the South will invest it with
an puthority it does not possess and a S00pPa
which it cannot justly olaim, and that, labor-
ing under this misconception, they will forget
that the nltimate decision as to the lawfulness
and sufliciency of the State organizations, and
the eligibility of Btate officers und of the Sena-
tors and Representatives sent to Washington,
belongs exclusively to Congress. Henoe the
mischief whioh the proclamation is caleulated
to inflict wpon the South, and the delay which
it is likely to occasion in the work of recon-
struction.
Moreover, ““the great majority of the people
of the North' condemn the proclamstion as
an inexcusable act of defiance to Congress,
and an audacious attempt to nullify its laws,
Of the Republioan journals one, and but one,
has uttered a syllable which can be torturad
iuto an approval of the document. We refar
to the 7ribune, which accompanies the words
relied upon by the Intelligencer for ita cluim to
Mr. Greelay's support with comments hostile
to the pretensions of Mr, Johnson. Excepting
only the Z'ribune, we believe that not a single
organ of Republivan opinion can be cited as
having even inferentially approved his action.
The party, in truth, is & unit against it, not
because Unionists favor vindictive penalties in
any shape—not because they are disposed to
treat the South harshly or ungeneronsly—but
becanse they hold that the sovereign power,
by virtue of which amnesty may be proclaimed,
being vested in the people, may be exercised
by Congress only, not by the President.
'Ihis%eeling has not been shaken by the
labored efforts of the President and his apolo-
giste to justify hLis assumption of power in
refatd to amnesty, by aﬁpealn to the techni-
calities of lawyers, and the power to pardon
conferred by the Constitution, The country
relies more upon common sense than upon
professional hair-splitting, and the common
sense interpretation of the ocenstitutional
power to remit penalties imposed on indivi-
duals is adverse to the pretended right to fle-
crea & general pardon, Aside from special
pleadings or quotations from the Federalist,
the country remembers that in 1862, as now,
Congress affirmed its entire control over the
whole subject of amuesty, This assertion by
Congress of its exclusive jurisdiction over tha
subject, is & part of the policy which “the
f:renl. majority of the people of the North”
iave nuequivocally upheld,
To say, then, that amnesty, invoking legal
usurpation on the part of the President who
proclaims it, will “give cenfidence to the great
mass of the people in their business affairs,’”
is simply absurd. There can be no confidence
without harmony in the Government: and
Lere is a case in which the Executive arrogates
an authority of which Congress claims to be
the sole possessor. Instead of harmony, we
Lave an angry and perilous confliot, wantonly
provoked by Mr. Johnson, with no chance of
permanent advantage for hiwself or for the
South. The consequence is that industry and
commerce sufler severely from Mr, Johnson's
course; s rapid rise in gold indicates the a
prebensions to which it gives rise; and busi-
ness men of all parties agree in condemning
the rashness and obstinscy which thus jeo-
pardize the prosperity and peace of the
country.

FThe Funuy Fenians.
From the N, Y, Herald.

Why should we aigh for a Punch or a Judy,

or a prolessedly comic paper with any name
whatever, when in the regular routine of our
daily reports we can find such funny reading
as the account of the sayings and doings of
those humorous lads, the Fenians, in the Con-
gress of the Irish republic, now safely making
laws, not on the hills of Tipperary, or even in
Toomey’s wood, but in Cleveland, OLio? It
may not be a joke at all, this Fenlan Con-
gress at Cleveland, with a gresn-coated sentry
at its doors, and discussing & regular aunnual
message from President Roberts; but if not,
then we must admit that Pat, who laughs so
bappily at all that is sarious, is the only man
on earth who can be preposteronsly serious over
the exquisitely laughable. There was not only
s messags from the 'resident, but one also from
the "'Bucretary of War,”’ proposing to organize
an Irish army on the temperance basis; said
army to pay its own expenses and the ex-
penses of the war.  “'The soldiers of the army
of the Irish vepublic are to be sobar and dis-
creet men''—as if the Congress did not knew
that when all the Fenlans get sober the game
will be up! This Secretary will be, evidently,
a greater blunderer than Stanton was, and the
Irish President oughit to turn him out at onee,
unless there is an Irish republican Teuure of
Offios bill, in which case we cannot ses that
the republic is within the saving power of
saitpetre. All the friends of fresdom, how-
evel, must rejolos that the receut action of the
Troy chambermalds has not eruahed the infant
republie. It will be remembered that these
chambermaids, ingensible to the sutferings of
their native conntry, declared that they would
contribute 1o more money till they are told
what had been dope with the wmoney pre-
viously given—a ridienlous requirement, that
would expose to the world all the great plans

will be raised, and we are evon told how—
every soldier will be assessed ton conts, Nons
of this money will be spent in “trappings’ or
‘flags,” but in arms and ammunition—the
whole of each soldier’s ten cents being strictly
devoted to furnishing said soldier with ons
musket, one bayonet, one cartridge-box, and
forty rounds of smmunition; and unot & cent of
it for green cloth or gold brald. With suoh a
practical disposition—suoch an eye to reality in
the Fenian councils—it is olear that the Lys
of British power may be numbered—by all
ersons conversant with the integral calonlus.
@ are glad to chironicle a noblo piece of self.
gacrifice on the part of the Fenian President.
He was reillected President, but declined to
accept the position unless the Congress would
raige half & million dollars for the cause. Con-
gress could not do it, It pledged itself for &
quarter of a million, howaver, upon learning
which the patriot nobly consented to coms
down in his price, and serve hia country till
the last cent was gone. With such a gpirit

among the leaders, whe can despair of the
Irish republic ?
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of the leaders.

Notwithstanding this secession of the finan.
cial magontes of the republio, the war aguinst
Great Britaln will go ou just tho same. Mouey
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